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Shalom 5th Grade Parents,
Ben Zoma would say: Who is wise? One who learns from every man.

As it is stated (Psalms 119:99): “From all my teachers | have grown wise, for Your testimonials
are my meditation.”

During the months of March, April and May:
Hebrew:

The students will continue to increase vocabulary, learning the stories and fables in the book
Alef-Bet: Yeladim Lomdim lvrit, Units 33-43.

Grammar:
Hebrew grammar concepts taught during these months:
» Adverbs
» The verb in past tense
* Conjugation of “le” (to me, to you...)
e \Weather

Holidays:



During the months of March—May we will learn about the holidays of Purim, Passover (Pesach),
Yom Ha'atzmaut, and Shavuot.

Purim:

The students reviewed and expanded their study of the mitzvot and customs that we perform
during Purim (reading the Megillah, Mishlo’ach Manot, special Purim tzedakah, the Purim feast,
and the recitation of Al Hanissim) through the concept Venahafoch Hu. Students became
familiar with the Hebrew vocabulary associated with the holiday, and experienced the Megillah
reading in the synagogue, had a dress-up parade and exchanged Mishloach Manot — an
exchange of gifts.

Passover:

We will learn about the Passover mitzvot and customs, and the importance of the Seder. We will
learn the story and the Hebrew vocabulary of Pesach, as well as the four names of the holiday
and their meaning, focusing on the Children of Israel’s transition from avdut — slavery—to herut
— freedom. To conclude our Passover unit, the students will conduct a “Model Seder” in school.

Yom ha'Atzma’ut:

During the months of April and May, the students will learn about Israel and Jerusalem. “Yom
Ha’atzma'ut’ (Israel’s Independence Day) is celebrated on the 5th of lyar, the anniversary of the
establishment of the State of Israel (May 14, 1948). This year the state of Israel will celebrate 73
years of independence. In our Israel unit we will learn about the history of Israel, its flag,
symbols, important personalities, sites and cities in Israel.

Shavuot:

We will conclude our year studying the last Jewish holiday in the school year; Shavuot is
celebrated on the 6th day of Sivan. It commemorates the receiving of the Torah on Mt. Sinai.
Students will learn the story in Megillat Ruth and will become familiar with the Hebrew
vocabulary associated with the holiday.

The last and final unit for the year will be the Ten Commandments. We will examine why we
need them for a moral and functional society. We will discuss responsibility toward others,
conscience and the concept of being answerable to a moral code. | also have a fun song to help
students learn the 10 commandments by heart.

Torah:

We will continue our study of Sh’mot including its connection to Passover. We explored our
ongoing relationship with the land of Israel as our promised homeland. Both time and geography
have molded Jewish perspective over the centuries and yet the story of the exodus from Egypt
to the Promised Land remains a vital saga in which we are as Jews.



With this in mind, we have found many themes that have resonance to the period of the
Holocaust. We have focused therefore, on themes of leadership under stress, oppression and
genocide by government edict and courage of good people even at risk to their own wellbeing.
We are about to read the novel Number the Stars and learn more about this dark period of
Jewish and world history. Some themes that we will explore in the coming months are:

* Relationship to the Promised Land
» Responsibility to care for people in distress
* Political pressure vs. moral courage

« Faith in times of trouble

Thank you so much for your support,

Morah Eti, Morah Tiki, Morah Angela, Morah Sigal and Morah Mika



